
As we near the end of another 
trying year for the education 
and care sector, I would 
like to recognise the 
ongoing commitment of 
educators, who continue 
to deliver exceptional 
outcomes for children and 
their families despite the 
many challenges faced daily.

In an era where childhood anxiety is at a peak and staff shortages 
make it all the more difficult to keep up with the demands of your role, 
we hope that you are finding the time to restore your energy. Be it 
journaling, listening to music, gardening or meditating – we understand 
the importance of allowing yourself to experience the things you love, 
particularly as we enjoy some warmer weather.

We hope that you’re feeling a sense of renewed hope and eagerness 
to see the new federal government deliver on its commitment and 
promises to our sector. We know that if we continue to strive for equity 
in education and care, great things will come.

When it comes to inclusion, we all have a part to play and I’m pleased 
to say that the learning never stops. We’re excited to forge forward on 
our mission to ensure that every Victorian child thrives, both now and 
into the future. You are and will always be an important piece of the 
puzzle and this valuable work couldn’t be undertaken without your 
commitment and support.

Jane McCahon 
Victorian Inclusion Agency Program Manager 
Community Child Care Association

The Inclusion Support Program (ISP) is funded by the Australian Government Department 
of Education. As part of the ISP, the Victorian Inclusion Agency is led by Community Child 
Care Association, and is delivered in partnership with Yooralla and KU Children’s Services.

Embedding Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives in your landscape

Victorian Aboriginal Education 
Association Inc. (VAEAI) in 
consultation with Charles Solomon

Many education and care services are looking to  
create spaces that honour Aboriginal and Torres  
Strait Islander perspectives. In outdoor areas, this 
can mean incorporating Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander art, design and visual storytelling, and of 
course, Indigenous plants. Here, VAEAI shares three  
key insights for success in transforming the landscape 
of your children’s service. 

Australia has some of the most unique plant life in the 
world and Indigenous plant knowledge stretches back 
tens of thousands of years. Landscape design provides 
us with the ability to communicate our ideas in the 

physical environment while interacting with nature. 
From the texture of a path to the different colours of 
wood and steel, options for the ‘hardscape’ are endless. 
The selection of trees, shrubs and grasses can also bring 
an area to life.

As early and middle childhood educators, you may be 
wondering where to start. Maybe you’re asking yourself, 
how can I assist children to learn and engage with 
Aboriginal culture in the landscape? Who do I approach? 
How do I find local plants and stories? These questions 
might seem a bit daunting, but there are excellent 
resources already available to help you.

Involve local 
Aboriginal 
people and 
Traditional 

Owners from 
the get-go

Balance your 
ambition 

with realistic 
outcomes

Recruit experts 
to help in the 
construction

Co-designing with local Aboriginal people and Traditional Owners, through 
community-controlled organisations such as VAEAI, is key. Involve them from 
the start. This allows their stories and ideas to shape the project and to embed 
their culture into the landscape.

Monero/Ngarigo Gooreng Gooreng man and landscape designer, Charles 
Solomon, says consulting with your local Aboriginal community from the very 
beginning prevents a “bolt-on approach, where spaces are designed and built 
and 70 per cent of the way through a project, we realise that we probably 
should involve Aboriginal people. Avoid this at all costs.”

Your budget may not allow you to do everything, but pacing, planning and 
staging your ideas will give you more success. To gain some inspiration, make 
sure you visit the Children’s Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens. It’s a great 
balance between sensory experience and learning for children.

The Australian Indigenous Design Charter (bit.ly/3dd5erS) is a great starting 
place in auditing your space to identify current gaps and opportunities.

Lastly, building a garden, like any construction project, 
can be stressful. Make sure you access experts where 
you can – there are people out there who can help you! 
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